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eath unfolded before Glenn Alexander s eyes almost as if it were a dream Unable to stop it, all he could do was watch in horror Alexander, an electrician, was walking along a catwalk about 70 feet above the ground at the West Plant of BP s Texas City re nery It was late March 2005, and spring had come to South Texas The Easter weekend was just a few days away, and the sun shone clear against the cloudless blue bowl of the sky Even along the industrialized coastline that de ned the 25 miles of the Houston Ship Channel, it was one of those days that could make the busiest re nery worker pause and take notice It had, until that moment, been a good day BP managers had catered a lunch of fajitas from Gringo s Mexican Caf , a local favorite The meal was a reward for workers most of them contract employees who had completed another week without injuries Now, they were returning to their posts They climbed ladders and  led back to control rooms Dave Leining, a stocky construction supervisor, and about 19 others headed
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		for a portable of ce building nestled among the jungle of pipes and conduits They were scheduled for a routine meeting to discuss the  nal steps to complete a turnaround of the ultracracker, which makes high-octane liquids that are blended into gasoline The work had been going well, and the project was coming in on budget Leining sat down in the of ce of Morris King with his back against the outside wall of the double-wide trailer, which was about 40 feet across and 80 feet long, divided into small of ces with a larger meeting room at one end Outside, just after 1:15, Alexander began crossing the catwalk, and the radio on his belt crackled with the alarmed voices of other workers  What s that coming out of that stack    I hope that s water God, I hope that s water  Several hundred feet away, a clear liquid was spewing from a 100-foot-tall ventilation stack The rusted pipe reached skyward, venting an isomerization unit, which processes chemicals used to boost the octane of gasoline
Figure 16-1
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		Creating curved lines with the Pen tool takes a little extra concentration at first because you must think about your drawing one step ahead of what you actually see on your monitor In other words, you must learn to anticipate the direction of the next curve as you set down each anchor point To do that, you ll be creating curved line segments by clicking and dragging as you set down each anchor point, rather than just clicking to draw straight lines When you drag you ll create direction lines out of each anchor point, which will be used to determine the arc shape and height of each curved path To draw a simple wave-shaped curve, follow these steps: 1 Click the artboard with the Pen tool and drag upwards about one inch As you drag, the direction lines for the curve are essentially pulled out of the anchor point 2 Release your mouse Notice that the ends of the direction lines contain direction handles You ll use the handles later to adjust the curves, if needed The display size of anchor points and direction handles on your paths can be adjusted in the Selection & Anchor Display Preferences dialog box Press CTRL+K (Win) or CMD+K (Mac) to open the Preferences dialog box and click the Next button once to see the Selection & Anchor Display settings 3 To the right of the first anchor point, click and drag again on the artboard to set the anchor point, this time dragging downwards about one inch Paths are drawn between two anchor points 4 Release your mouse The line segment between the first and second anchor points is now drawn, as defined by the length and direction of the direction lines 5 Repeat steps 1 4 to create a curvy line, like the example shown in Figure 6-5 To deselect the line, CTRL+click (Win) or CMD+click (Mac) away from the active path.
Disabling all ActiveX settings using the Internet Options control panel will protect against malicious controls downloaded via hostile web pages
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