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The force of the explosion hit a millisecond later, launching him into the air He fell forward and tumbled along the catwalk He stumbled to his feet and ran perhaps it was three steps, maybe only two, before he was  attened again by a massive explosion three times more powerful than the  rst Fire and debris  ew in all directions, like some violent, tumultuous whirlpool of destruction The explosions as many as  ve of them all together were heard and felt  ve miles away, on the island city of Galveston and amid the hubbub of downtown Houston The blasts shattered windows of homes across Texas City as an acrid black cloud rose from the metal forest of the re nery Alexander could feel the seething maelstrom that had erupted behind him, but he kept running As he looked over his shoulder, he saw a roiling  reball envelop the trailer where his wife was working He knew that she was in grave danger They all were From his 70-foot perch, he was staring into the gaping maw of every re nery worker s worst fear Then it hit A shock wave shot toward him from where the isom unit had been As it raced forward, it seemed to warp the very air  I ve never seen anything like that I have never seen air buckle and move like that,  he would recall later The impact slammed him to the  oor of the catwalk again He pulled himself up and looked back at the trailer at Lorena s trailer but there was only a concrete slab blown clear by the force of the blast A couple of twisted ribbons of steel were all that remained of the supports that had held the trailer in place  It was completely gone There was nothing but the  oor The desks, the  le cabinets, the bodies were all scattered outside  With the help of a coworker, he managed to make his way to the ground He stumbled, dazed, through the  aming.
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		battleground that had been his workplace Metal pipes were twisted like bread ties Buildings were swatted aside like models smashed by an angry child He moved toward the inferno, toward the still-burning isom unit and the  aming vestiges of what had been the trailer where Lorena worked He mumbled something about wanting to help her, but a coworker pulled him back Safety procedures required all surviving workers to get to safe zones, designated places away from the disaster to protect them in case of another blast Once there, Alexander fell to his knees and prayed He prayed that Lorena had somehow survived the explosion, the searing heat, and the concussive force of the shock wave that had come from, essentially, next door But even then, he knew that his prayers were in vain Workers wandered into the safe zones, bloodied, their clothes in tatters Some were choking or vomiting Others had shards of glass embedded in their faces from the force of the blast
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